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Expert construction of water features and retaining walls
POND-LESS WATERFALL MAINTENANCE


Summer
· Add beneficial bacteria/enzymes every two weeks according to label directions (add more in the hottest part of summer and less in the Spring and Fall)

· Add an initial “spike” (triple dose) in March/April of beneficial bacteria

· Add Algaefix & PondCare products as needed if encounter excessive algae

· As fall approaches, take care to keep as much organic matter (e.g. pine needles, leaves, etc.) out of the feature and trim back any water plants

· In the Spring and Fall remove the rocks covering the sump basin and take off the lid; then reach inside and pull out the two bags of green Savio string media and blue filter mats.  Remove the filter cover on the pump and remove the foam filter (see enclosed pump manual).  Wash these off with a garden hose and replace.  Also, reach down and clean out any debris that may be in the bottom of the sump basin (optional).  
Winter

· As the water temperature dips below 50 degrees F (approx. Oct./Nov. – Mar./Apr.) you do not need to add any bacteria or chemicals as the organic activity severely diminishes.  
· Monitor ice build-up.  It may cause the water level to drop quicker and require adding some water (don’t add too much as the ice will melt and can overflow the basin).  If the ice builds up so as to divert water over the liner anywhere, chip away that ice.

· Do not turn off your feature for extended periods of time (i.e. several days or so) if possible as this will make it more difficult to restart if there is frozen water anywhere in the piping.  If you have to turn it off for more than a week, you may need to remove the pump from the sump basin and place in a bucket of water and keep inside, or at a minimum, unscrew the fitting above the pump to allow the water in the piping to drain into the basin.
· Much of your winter maintenance will depend on the harshness of the winter.  A water heater is not practical and should not be necessary with this design and with proper maintenance.

Any questions, feel free to call Galen @ 303-829-0404 (C) or 303-423-0557 (H)[image: image2.png]
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