MAINTENANCE
Once your pond has achieved its proper balance, little maintenance is required.  Here are a few tips to make your pond as maintenance-free as possible:

· Skim off any tree leaves that have fallen into the pond before they have a chance to sink to the bottom.

· Trim any dead leaves, lily pads and blooms from your plants.

· Keep pumps clean of debris.

· Keep animals out of the pond.

· Cover the tops of all containers with a generous amount of gravel.  If fish still dig up plants and scatter soil, you can cover the top of the pots with wire mesh.

WINTERIZATION
Remove all the lily pads after the first frost and sink your hardy lilies to an area below the freeze line.  Bring your tropical lilies into the house, garage or basement to keep from freezing, and keep wet.

Hardy bog plants can be left where they are.  You may want to trim any dead leaves and blooms still on the plant.  Tropical bog plants need to be brought inside to keep from freezing.  They are not a lot of trouble to keep, but do need light.  Some people prefer to treat these plants as annuals, and replace them each year.
Floating plants such as lettuce and hyacinths are almost impossible to keep over the winter.  It is usually best to just discard them and start again next year with new plants.

Stop feeding your fish once the water temperature drops to 50 degrees.  Their systems are not functioning properly to digest the food, and it may cause serious problems.
