Block versus Timber

	No Maintenance: 
Pressure treated wood often requires an annual application of paint or water repellent to remain aesthetically pleasing. Allan Block Retaining Walls are designed with a textured split-rock face and are available in a variety of colours that require no maintenance ever. 




	
	When directly exposed to soil and water over a period of time, pressure treated lumber decays and fails to perform as an effective retaining wall system. These systems will need to be replaced. Allan Block will not rot or decay and is made with more than twice the strength of standard concrete block to ensure a solid structure that will last a lifetime. 

Unlimited Design Options:
In comparison to pressure treated wood, Allan Block offers more choices in terms of colour, capping options and design possibilities. Available in several different colours, Allan Block's textured split-face rock finish creates an aesthetically pleasing retaining wall. The standard, curve and corner units of the Allan Block Junior as well as the versatile wing back design of the larger Allan Block allows for any combination of curves and corners. Allan Block's durable, attractive retaining wall system is versatile enough to allow for the construction of straight, curved or serpentine walls to fit any number of site conditions and contours. 

Affordable Alternative:
The total cost of treated timbers (including spikes, nails, buried tiebacks, deadmen and waste pieces) is comparable to the price per square foot of Allan Block. Walls can be installed by semi-skilled labour resulting in reduced installation costs. Less soil reinforcement is required with the Allan Block wall system due to the 12 degree setback. The most important cost-benefit of the Allan Block system in comparison to wood is that it will not need to be replaced!


Strength Comparison:
When using pressure treated wood, the structural integrity of the timber wall is dependant on the installers ability to gauge and properly place an adequate number of 'tiebacks' into the hill which the wall must support. Once the placement of the tiebacks is determined, proper nailing and spiking must follow to ensure adequate structure. If this complicated process is properly executed the wall will be strong enough to support the hill above, until the wood deteriorates. Allan Block is far more durable than treated wood, with a product lifespan of over 75 years. The stackable block technique is far more manageable than the cutting, fitting, and nailing required for treated wood. Stackable concrete walls are easier to engineer and can be used for far greater wall heights.








