	Should I use Block or Pressure Treated lumber for my landscaping?
Here are some facts to help you decide! 

	DESIGN OPTIONS

	Allan Block offers unlimited design options. The standard, angle and corner units of the Allan Block Junior as well as the versatile wing back design of the larger Allan Block Stones allows for any combination of curves, corners and angles. The tumbled Allan Block Europa Collection is made up of four sizes of interlocking angle blocks. Combined with an extensive selection of colours and capping options, Allan Block is a durable, attractive retaining wall system that is versatile enough to allow for the construction of straight, curved or serpentine walls to fit any number of site conditions and contours.  Pressure Treated lumber is mostly used for straight retaining walls. Although angles are possible, this requires significant cutting to achieve. 

	CONSTRUCTION

	Allan Block is a stackable concrete retaining wall that is laid without pins or mortar. Every Allan Block is firmly locked in place by the patented front lip.  Pressure Treated lumber is joined using nails and spikes. Nails can leave stains on the wood and deteriorate with age.

	COLOURS

	Allan Block is available in a variety of colours. The same colours are produced year after year should you decide to add on to your landscaping project or retaining wall.  Pressure treated wood comes in only one colour. Any other colours would require regular painting or staining.

	MAINTENANCE

	Allan Block retaining walls are designed with a textured split-rock face that requires no maintenance ever!  Pressure Treated lumber requires annual application of paint or water repellent required for wood to remain aesthetically pleasing.

	SET-BACK

	Allan Block retaining wall products are produced with a patented front lip design that automatically creates the set-back of the wall. Allan Block Junior has a 12° set-back, Stones come in a 12° and a 3° set-back while Stones Lite and The Europa Collection are produced in a 6° set-back. Because the set-back is automatic, the strength is consistent throughout the wall.  Pressure Treated lumber needs to have the set-back measured with each course of lumber. This means that the set- back is not necessarily consistent through the entire wall which can compromise wall strength.


	REINFORCED WALLS (higher walls) 

	Allan Block Stones 12° setback will allow the building of a wall 5' (1.52 m) in height with no reinforcement. However, Allan Block walls can be engineered to heights up to 30'(9m). Geogrid mesh is used to tie-back the wall into the hillside. The geogrid used for reinforcement is made from high strength plastics or woven coated polyester yarns that will not decay over time.   Pressure Treated lumber retaining walls are reinforced with "T" shaped lumber tie-backs into the hill the wall must support. Once the placement of the tie-backs is determined, proper nailing and spiking must follow to ensure an adequate structure. This process allows the wall to support the hill above until the wood deteriorates.

	LONGEVITY

	Allan Block will not rot or decay and is made with more than three times the strength of a standard concrete block. As a result Allan Block is far more durable than pressure treated wood and has a product lifespan of 75 years.  Pressure Treated lumber in contact with soil and water will decay over time which will then fail to perform as an effective retaining wall system.

	COST

	Allan Block is somewhat more expensive than Pressure Treated lumber but will not require maintenance or replacement.  Pressure Treated lumber is somewhat less expensive than Allan Block but will require more maintenance and ultimate replacement.


